


IMPACT, COMMUNITY, VISION
Dear QUEERSPACE friends and community, 

I am grateful and humbled by your contributions to our QUEERSPACE community and 
LGBTQ+ youth. The way you have shown up for our community in 2022 is inspiring and fills 
my heart with so much gratitude. We are so excited about this journey we are on AND we 
are only getting started!

We have big ambitions at QUEERSPACE collective. We continue to lay the groundwork to 
expand our mentorship program in the Twin Cities and beyond so more LGBTQ+ youth 
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have the opportunity to spend time with thriving, 
healthy, caring LGBTQ+ adults. In addition, we see 
great growth potential with our LGBTQ+ training and 
consulting program and the significant impact we 
will have as we grow our presence in this space.

We know supporting our youth and their families 
is changing lives. We hear from parents routinely 
how this program is so essential to the well-being of 
their child. We’ve seen youth, who have had a space 
where they can show up authentically, evolve, open 
up and grow over the past year.  We’ve seen some 
of them explore new names, new pronouns and new 
friendships. It’s amazing how our young people shine 
when given the space to show up as their true selves!

Thank you for being part of the QUEERSPACE 
community. Thank you for your constant dedication, 
cheerleading, contributions, love and energy. And a 
special shout out to our amazing QUEERSPACE staff 
who are working collaboratively to build something 
authentic and sustainable and for their deep 
dedication to LGBTQ+ youth and their families. What 
WE ARE ALL creating, nurturing and growing is having 
such an important impact in our community. 

In deep gratitude,





AT A
GLANCE

301,670
MENTOR DONATED HOURS 
TO SUPPORT YOUTH VALUED AT

$47K 20 7

“Representation is important for kids growing up, and seeing 
someone like them succeed and understand what they’re going through can 
make all the difference.” 

-MENTOR

MENTOR/
CAREGIVER 
TRAININGS

HANGOUTS
IN COMMUNITY

MATCHES

$500,242 $320,107
TOTAL REVENUE TOTAL EXPENSES
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7

16
LGBTQIA+ TRAININGS

5
TOPICS

1. Intro to LGBTQ+ Terminology

2. Intersectionality

3. Inclusive Youth Spaces

4. LGBTQ+ Youth & Healthcare

5. Trans & Non-Binary 101

“I think this was one of the 
best trainings I’ve been to 

in a LONG time.”

- GILLETTE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

“It was an incredibly valuable training because of 
what [QUEERSPACE] shared with us, and made it 
comfortable to ask questions and seek clarity.”

- RIVERLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

AT

 8
ORGANIZATIONS

SERVING

 685
INDIVIDUALS



&

Ka
te

 (
sh

e/
he

r)
 a

nd
 F

in
n 

(h
e/

th
ey

) 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

m
at

ch
ed

 s
in

ce
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1.
M

E
N

T
O

R
S

H
IP

“QUEERSPACE has been a valuable 
resource for my child. It has 
provided a unique and essential 
support that we, as parents, could 
not have given.” - Finn’s Mom
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What have been your favorite 
hangouts so far?
K: We’ve done a lot of really 
fun things, like mini golfing and 
swimming and going to baseball 
and basketball games, but the 
things I really like the most are 
when we just chill. We go for a walk 
or to a coffee shop and that just 
gives us time to talk, spend time 
together, and get to know each 
other and see what’s going on in 
each other’s lives.
F: I agree. Just going to a coffee 
shop and being able to talk is 
nice. It’s cool to be able to open 
up and have it be a chill space. I 
love basketball so I enjoyed the 
basketball games and just the 
music and hanging out. We also 
got lost in a graveyard once and 
we were walking around for a long 
time. That was fun!

What made you decide to continue 
your match ?
K: I’m really all about long-term 
relationships, and I think the more 
time we can spend together, the 
more we invest in our relationship, 
the better. And we’ve been having 
so much fun and enjoying it. I really 
love the organization as a whole. It 
just made sense to continue.
F: It was really nice to have 
someone I could trust to talk about 
things that maybe other people in 
my life won’t understand. I haven’t 
had that before. We also had a lot 
of fun and to have a friend that’s 
from a different generation is really 
interesting, to learn about how 
things were different when Kate 
was growing up versus now. I found 
that really cool.
K: Oh, yeah. Speaking of things 
being different now, we used a 
disposable camera to take some 
pictures around Minnehaha Falls 
and I found out the hard way it’s 
impossible to get that developed 
these days.

What is one thing you’ve  learned 
about yourself?
K: I was kind of worried about not 
being able to find fun things to do 
and not being able to come up 
with good ideas to be entertaining. 
But what I really learned is that’s 
not really what it’s about. It’s really 
about being a person that can be a 
listening ear and just be present. So 
it’s less about having to come up 
with creative ideas and more about 
being ourselves and spending time 
together. 
F: I think one thing I really learned 
about myself is that I started 
accepting myself more for who I 
am. I really just figured it out and 
to have Kate there with me was 
the best thing that I could ask for. 
So that has been really helpful. It’s 
good to have that and I think that 
everybody should have someone 
like that.

What is one way you’ve seen 
each other grow throughout your 
match?
K: I think Finn said in the last 
answer that they really learned 
about themselves a lot in the last 
year and have come to accept 
themselves and that’s really, really 
huge. It took me until I was in my 
thirties, so to figure it out at 13, it’s a 
really good start.
F: I think this kind of goes for both 
of us, but one thing I have noticed is 
that Kate has become more open 
and we’ve been getting into the 
deeper stuff. We’ve been able to 
communicate better. I mean, I think 
we were always pretty good at it, 
but we got better and it’s become 
more of a deeper bond where it’s 
just open.

What are some things that you’re 
looking forward to in this next year 
of mentorship?
K: I’m looking forward to some of 
the things that are on the itinerary 
coming up. It sounds like there’s 
a lot of fun group events. There’s 
been monthly hangouts that have 
been really fun to be with the larger 
community, but I’m also always 
really looking forward to our one-
on-one time as well. It’s really nice 
to have a combination of both.
F: Yeah, I would have to agree 
with that. It is really nice to have 
the bigger community and I look 
forward to going to the events and 
hanging out with people. I’m kind of 
a shy person, so it’s been good for 
me to also grow in socializing, so I 
look forward to that.

IT WAS REALLY 
NICE TO HAVE 
SOMEONE 
I COULD 
TRUST TO 
TALK ABOUT 
THINGS THAT 
MAYBE OTHER 
PEOPLE IN MY 
LIFE WON’T 
UNDERSTAND.”

“



OUR FIRST BDAY

27
APRIL, 2022

18
OCT, 2022

23
JUNE, 2022

03
NOV, 2022

FT special performances 
from NUR-D, Maxi, & 
Rusey-Q with a panel 
discussion around LGBTQ+ 
mentorship

SPIRIT DAY
2nd Annual event 
bringing together 
LGBTQ+ middle 
and high school 
students

Good 
music & 
food with 
Red Cow, 
Red Rabbit, 
and 
Indeed!

PRIDE BLOCK PARTY

A chef’s table 
fundraiser. 
Thanks to Bruce 
and Teri for an 
amazing dinner!

COOKING FOR A CAUSE

events & parties
2022

OUR FIRST BDAY

in review
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JOHN SULLIVAN

INTERESTED IN SPONSORING?
email elizabeth@queerspacecollective.org
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Alice M. O’Brien Foundation
All Saints
Ally Bank
Nick Alm*
AmazonSmile
Ameriprise Financial
Amplifon
Kate Anderson
Emily Mae Anderson
Brenda Anderson
Karen Anderson
Anonymous
Nicole B
Ruth Baccam
Arun Baheti
Kellan Baker
Jan Ballif Nichols
Baribeau
Bar La Grassa
Karin Barrett
Delphine and Michael 
Barringer-Mills
Amanda Bartschenfeld
Cheryl Beal
The Beer Dabbler
Jack Bennett*
David Berg
Joella Berkner
Beverly Berry
Best Buy
Hope Bidlack*
Sarah Bigham
Cory Birchard-Weissman
Diane and Bruce Birkeland
Wayne Blair
Blue Cross Blue Shield of      
     Minnesota
Stephen Boland
Joel Bond
Hannah Borden
Boston Scientific
Robert Bothmann
Katie Bowman
Elizabeth Brama
Anna Bregier
Morgan Breker
Marian Briggs
Laura Briggs
Alicia Britton
Samantha Brown
Jason Buchanan
Barbara Burroughs
Jill Burroughs
Jennifer Bush
Charles Butler
CaJah Salon
Can Can Wonderland
California Wellness 
     Foundation
Laura Calvo-Jordan
Jacqueline Campbell

Adam Vincent Capets
Carlson Family Foundation
Jordan Cassavant
Kimberly Catullo
Kimberly Cernak
Adam Chastan
SueEllen Chastan
Children’s Minnesota
Elizabeth Claeys
Sarah Clark
Eric Thomas Clemensen
Jac Clingerman*
Daphne Clyburn
Drew Coleman
Josh Collins and Kris Pena
Conjure Hair Collective
Alyssa Conley
Sarah Cooper
Thomas Corl
Amelia Cotton Corl
Margaret Couture
Lisa Cox
Kenneth and Janis Cram
Morgan Cunningham
Cuppa Java
Ally Daake
Doug Daake
Joey Dahl
Dalton Dahms-Shermer
Mikki Daniels
Aaliyah Danielson
DBT-PTSD Specialists
Bridget Deering
Michelle DeGree
Matthew Dehn
Allen Delaney-Kolby
Hayley Dennison
Melissa Derycke
Lain DeSalvo
Kristine Deters
Scott Dibble and Richard Leyva
Crystal Dillon
Katherine Dineen
Mike Docken
Mara Dockendorf
Deb Doffing
Holly Dollinger
Samuel Doten
Douglas Dayton YMCA at 
     Gaviidae
Lisa Douglass
Bridgid Dowdal
Aaron Drew
Michael Dunn
Dunn Brothers Coffee
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First Avenue
Sarah Fisco
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Noah Ford
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Charlie Foust
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Lisa and Ben Fralish
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Jeff Freeland Nelson and Alisa 
     Blackwood
Scott Freeman
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Cori Gamble
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Maddie George
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Kassie Gibbons
Mary Gilbertson
Lauren Gilchrist
Rebecca Gilgen
Gillette Children’s Specialty 
Healthcare
Jessica Giordano
Jodi Glaser
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GLOW Holiday Festival
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Daniel Goldschmidt
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Curtis Hinkle
Stacy Hoag
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Julia Hoffman
Jeanne Hoffman
Katie Holcomb
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Austin Holik
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LaReesa Hooper
Jenna Horst
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
All 2022 monthly donors are denoted with an asterisk. List includes in-kind donors.
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Aileen Sanchez
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Tina Schmidt*
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Courtney Schultze
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Wanna be
on this list?
scan to donate!
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